CTE Meeting Agenda

· Discuss the benefits for the Cerritos College Photography Program to participate in CTE.
· Discuss the merits of creating an Applied Photography Certificate at Cerritos College.
· Suggestions regarding Color Calibration for digital photography.
· Insights into building up an inventory of film and digital cameras for student check-out.

CTE Meeting Minutes (all members were present)

All members of the committee were unanimous in agreeing that the Cerritos College Photography Program would benefit from participating in CTE. Their reasoning was that it would provide a path and help prep students for a career by focusing on the practical and pragmatic, rather than transfer to another institution.

As for creating an Applied Photography Certificate, the committee felt it would help entry level commercial photographers in their pursuit of getting work in their chosen field. Specifically, the courses they would need to take to receive the certificate would enable and empower them to build up a solid portfolio. In terms of corporate industries who employ photographers, the certificate would benefit in resume building. It was also mentioned that learning how to estimate a bid for a job, as well as do administrate tasks such as how to invoice, etc. through requiring a business course as part of the certificate, would help prepare students to enter the work force. All members felt that learning how to work with a team, wherein each individual focused on their specific area of expertise, be it as grip, producer, digital tech, retouch specialist, etc. would be beneficial and that our curriculum would support that.

We had a rigorous discussion regarding the agenda item on color calibration. From the perspective of commercial photography the most important thing is to make sure the images look good on an iPhone. Clients will be purchasing files and most likely work with printing agencies to output what they need. In the case of wedding and portrait photography, the photographer would work with the labs to create packages for their clients. It was mentioned that it is also necessary to know how to make prints, especially as being employed as a printer at a lab is one career option. Consequently, students need to know how to calibrate monitors. The committee agreed that at the end of the day, color calibration and color space workflow is rather complicated insofar as it depends on the industry application. The X-Rite system was recommended as the industry standard.

As for the question of building up the inventory of film and digital cameras is concerned, the committee recommended Canon Mirrorless cameras with RF mount lenses as the best current system for commercial applications. Cerritos can only hope to be competitive with local community colleges in our service area if we undertake a rigorous lending program with up-to-date technology.

It was agreed that the next CTE meeting would continue the discussion on cameras and expand to include studio lighting equipment.
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